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When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of
the Messiah, he sent his disciples to him with this
question, “Are you the one who is to come, or should
we look for another?” Jesus said to them in reply,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind
regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
the good news proclaimed to them. And blessed is
the one who takes no offense at me.”

As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John, “What did you go out to the
desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? Then
what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine
clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in royal
palaces. Then why did you go out? To see a prophet?
Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the
one about whom it is written:

‘Behold, | am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.’

Amen, | say to you, among those born of women
there has been none greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. (Matthew 11:2-11)

Rev. Edward P. McNulty
Pastor

Church of St. Mary Magdalene
1945 Illion Street

San Diego, California 92110
(619) 276-1041
www.stmarymagonline.org

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am - 12:00pm, 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Closed on weekends and some holidays.

DECEMBER 14, 2025

Tuesday - Saturday mornings 7:45am

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am, 6:00pm

Holy Day 7:45am, 6:00pm
e Sacrament of Reconciliation °

Saturday 4:00pm - 5:00pm
or by appointment
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St. Mary Magdalene Mission Statement
We, the Eucharistic Community of St. Mary Magdalene,
are called to conversion in Jesus Christ.

Our community life and worship are based on the Bible,
the Sacraments, and the teachings of the Catholic Church.
Living the love of Christ impacts our moral, intellectual, and

religious life, and makes us a caring community that brings hope
to our families, neighborhood, and society.

o PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday:8:00am - 4:30pm
(closed from 12:00pm-1:00pm)

e To BECOME A REGISTERED
PARISHIONER
Stop by the Parish Office during
regular business hours.

e FUNERAL PRE-PLANNING
Arrangements for a funeral
liturgy may be made in advance.
Contact the Parish Office.

o MINISTRIES/ORGANIZATIONS
To become involved in a parish
ministry, call the ministry contact
found on page seven of this
bulletin.

o EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
HoLy HOuRrR
First Fridays 4:00pm-5:00pm in
the Church.

¢ RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Classes are held on Sunday
mornings at 10:15am. Please
contact the Director of Religious
Education for more information.

e SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Call the Parish Office at least
nine months in advance.

e SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday, from 4:00pm-5:00pm
in the church or call the Parish
Office for an appointment.

e SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
In event of serious illness or
medical emergency, anointing of
the sick and Eucharist may be
arranged by contacting the
Parish Office.

e SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptismal preparation classes
are required of all parents and
godparents. Call the Parish
Office for an appointment.

e ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
FOR ADuULTs (OCIA)
Those who are interested in
becoming Catholic, or those
baptized Catholics, who wish to
become fully initiated in the
Church, should call the Parish
Office.

Third
Sunday
of Advent

The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is
called the Shepherds Candle, and is pink because
rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of
Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind
us of the joy that the world experienced at the birth
of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have
reached the midpoint of Advent.
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Saturday, December 13

7:45 AM - Jake, Victoria and Charlotte Branch

5:30 PM - Anna Branch
Sunday, December 14

9:00 AM - Joseph Cuseo ¢

11:00 AM - Advent Tea Intentions

6:00 PM - Parishioners of St. Mary Magdalene
Tuesday, December 16

7:45 AM - Loretta Erskine
Wednesday, December 17

7:45 AM - Ryl Boyd-Wallis ¢
Thursday, December 18

7:45 AM - David and Catherine McAlindin ¢
Friday, December 19

7:45 AM - Olivia Gibbons ¢
Saturday, December 20

7:45 AM - Richard Beaulieu ¢

5:30 PM - Parishioners of St. Mary Magdalene
Sunday, December 21

9:00 AM - Carol Woolley ¢

11:00 AM - Msgr. John A. Dickie ¢
6:00 PM - Success of Trauma Group Ministry

Living God’s Word

We can ask God to give us that joy that the world cannot
give, a joy that is found rooted in our faith in God, in our
trusting that the God who raised Jesus up will also bring
us to fullness of life.

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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< Music MINISTRY >
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Entrance: BB 725
The King Of Glory

Mass Setting: Sheet
Maranatha Mass

Responsorial Psalm: BB Page 40
Lord, come save us.

Presentation of the Gifts: BB 63
Ready The Way

Communion Hymn: BB 70 / 626
The King Shall Come / The Cry Of The Poor

Recessional Hymn: BB 39
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 6&7)
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Scriptural Reflection

Joy is different from happiness. Happiness is a transient
experience, but joy has more depth to it, more
lasting roots. It can be independent of what is going
on around us. In John’s Gospel, the night before he
died, Jesus says to his disciples that he wants his joy to
be in them and their joy to be complete (John 15:11).
And Paul writes to the Thessalonians: “Rejoice always”
(2 Thessalonians 5:16).

Today’s readings invite us to think about what brings us
joy. Isaiah offers images of a world that will blossom or
bloom, flowering into fullness. The prophet gives us
wonderful images of dry, parched land suddenly breaking
into a colorful display of new and abundant life.

This fullness also results from something being restored
that had been lost or that was missing from the start:
sight, hearing, being able to sing and leap with joy, health
of body and spirit. Such fullness comes from God. It is
gift, pure and simple.

God wants us to have this fullness of life, to be sure. It
will come with the coming of the Lord. In the meantime,
we are to wait patiently, not complaining, but with hearts
marked by certitude. We have assurance in that we have
already been welcomed into the kingdom at our baptism.
The rest is only a matter of time. In speaking of John as
more than a prophet, Jesus concludes by saying, “Yet the
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he”
(Matthew 11:11).

—dJames A. Wallace, C.Ss.R.

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

——
( OUR DAILY BREAD >

e

Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-9/Mt 21:23-27

Tue: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2,3, 6,7, 17-19, 23/
Mt 21:28-32

Wed: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17
Thu:  Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Fri: ~ Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-6, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25
Sat:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Sun: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-7, 10b /Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24



Dear Parishioners,

Each year during the season of Advent the Church calls
us do penance in preparation for the Christmas season.
We try to better our lives so that we might be more fully
prepared to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Most often in
parishes, this call to repentance is fulfilled by individual
confessions and a parish penance service. This year our
Parish Penance service will be on Tuesday, December
16th at 7:00pm in the Church. We will have a couple of
priests to assist us with this sacrament.

This time of year many of us will place a Nativity scene
somewhere in our homes and so | thought it might be
good to reflect on the origin of the créche. The story of
the origin of the Christmas creche rests with St. Francis
of Assisi. In the year 1223, St. Francis, a deacon, was
visiting the town of Grecio to celebrate Christmas.
St. Francis realized that the chapel of the Franciscan
hermitage would be too small to hold the congregation for
Midnight Mass. So he found a niche in the rock near the
town square and set up the altar. St. Bonaventure in his
Life of St. Francis of Assisi tells the story the best: It
happened in the third year before his death, that in order
to excite the inhabitants of Grecio to commemorate
the nativity of the Infant Jesus with great devotion. He
prepared a manger, and brought hay, and an ox and
an ass to the place appointed. The brethren were
summoned, the people ran together, the forest resounded
with their voices, and that venerable night was made
glorious by many and brilliant lights and sonorous psalms
of praise. Then he preached to the people around the
nativity of the poor King; and being unable to utter His
name for the tenderness of His love, He called Him the
Babe of Bethlehem.

| would like to remind you of our mass schedule for
Christmas. We will begin our celebration of Christmas
with a 5:00pm Mass on Christmas Eve, Wednesday,
December 24th. We are calling this our “Family Mass” as
it will be geared toward families with younger children
and in particular the homily will be focused toward the
younger ages. We will also celebrate a 10:00pm Mass on
Christmas Eve. Then on Christmas Day we will celebrate
mass at 10:00am. There will not be an evening Mass on
Christmas Day.

Fr. Ed McNulty, Pastor

Penance Service

Tuesday,

December 16, 2025
at 7:00pm

{‘\ZL Y o * :

v. 2025 - CHRISTMAS - 2025 \g .

Sacrament of Penance

4 Communal Parish Reconciliation Service
" Tuesday, December 16, 2025
: 7:00pm

Saturday, December 20, 2025
4:00pm - 5:00pm

Christmas Masses
' Wednesday, December 24th Fils

Mass of the Vigil at 5:00pm .
Choir of the Madeleine and Young Voices

" Christmas Carols at 9:30pm < e
Mass of Midnight at 10:00pm ’

B Choir of the Madeleine ’

Thursday, December 25th

Mass at 10:00am

o Choir of the Madeleine W
1* There will be no evening Mass on Christmas Day #|
' h
2026 - NEW YEAR’S DAY - 2026 ’
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

. (Not a Holy Day of Obligation) ;
1o
Thursday, January 1, 2026 .
Mass at 9:00am . H
. % ® . - o
» X . :
" oy 1 ° ° °
Memorials

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Dick McAlindin

Eternal rest grant unto
him, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine

upon him. May his soul
and the souls of the
faithful departed, throu
the mercy of God,
peace. Amen
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Culture of Life Corner
What is Restorative Justice?

Restorative Justice understands crime in terms of people
and relationships that were harmed, rather than the

law that was broken. It is deeply rooted
% in  human dignity, relationship healing,
 accountability, and encounter. Restorative
justice is consistent with Catholic Social
Teaching. When a crime happens, our legal
system asks: What law was broken? Who
is guilty? How should they be punished? Restorative
Justice asks a different set of questions: What was the
harm? Who has been harmed? What are the needs?
Whose obligations are there? What should be done to
put things right? These questions are typically answered
through a facilitated dialogue between the person(s)
harmed, the person(s) responsible, their families, and
community members. In truth, we are not going to
incarcerate our way out of the crimes committed.
Restorative Justice is about restoring our community
and healing together. To learn more about restorative
justice, visit the Diocese of San Diego Life, Peace and
Justice webpage. sdcatholic.org/life-peace-and-justice/.

&0“9 of Life

Join us at our next Culture of Life ministry meeting.
Date: Saturday, January 17th, 2026

Time: 9:30-10:30am
Place: St. Mary Magdalene Conference Room

Every LIFE Chosen-Cherished-Loved
Website: stmarymagonline.org/culture-of-life
Email: life@stmarymagonline.org

PAGE 5

Religious Education Nativity Play
St. Mary Magdalene’s Religious Education students will
be performing a nativity play. Please support the
children of the parish by joining us for this celebration
of Christ’s birth. All are welcome!

When: Sunday, December 14th

Time: 12:15pm _ o !.
Place: Parish Hall il

Sing for Christmas Mass!
Join the Choir even if it’s just for Christmas!

-’3"@(:

Date: Wednesday, December 24, 2025
Time: 5:00pm Children’s Choir
10:00pm Adult Choir (9:30pm carols)

Date: Thursday, December 25th
Time: 10:00am (9:30am carols)

Rehearsals: Come to as many as you can.

Dates: Wednesday Evenings Dec. 3, 10 &17, 2025
Time: 6:00pm - 6:30pm kids (please stay with them)

6:30pm Adults OF *_.
Practice files are available here. » =
[Ofa]0)

iEI P For more info contact: Tess Nelson

Religious Retirement Fund This Week

¢ This special collection supports the
# Retirement Fund for Religious, which
4 helps more than 20,500 elderly sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests who have spent
their lives in service—many receiving little to no
pay. Now, their communities struggle to meet their
basic care, medication, and daily living needs. Your
generosity ensures they can age with dignity. Please
consider giving this week in gratitude for their lifelong
commitment. Learn more at retiredreligious.orq.

Parish Closures for the Holidays

- W W W W W W WY

\ CLOSED |

P W W W W W W W W

I
I
I
1
:o No Religious Ed Classes on Dec. 21st & 28th
I
1

¢ No Children’s Liturgy on Dec. 21st & 28th
' No Youth Ministry Classes Dec. 22nd & 29th

1o Parish Office Closed from 12:00pm Dec. 24, 2025
I thru Jan. 1, 2026. Returning on Fri., Jan. 2 at 8am.

Annual Tax Statements

This month, St. Mary Magdalene will automatically
generate tax statements to parishioners who made
contributions of $250.00 or more during 2025. We are
happy to generate a tax statement for anyone else who
does not fall in this category and would like to receive
one.

Please contact the parish office at (619) 276-1041 or
email office@stmarymagonline.org to request a letter.

Year-End Contributions
For parishioners who choose to make a year-end
contribution to St. Mary Magdalene, please be sure to
have your checks to the parish office no later than
December 22th to ensure credit for 2025.

You can also make your contribution
through eGiving with ParishSOFT. You
can set up recurring gifts or make a
one-time gift.

¢ Scan the QR code
e giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-840
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Ministers of the Word and
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist

Schedule: December 21, 2025

Saturday, 5:30pm

Ministers of the Word:
Ray Hrenko

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
Jo-Ellen Palreiro

Sunday, 9:00am

Ministers of the Word:
Larry Fulton

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
Charlotte Chouinard

Sunday, 11:00am

Ministers of the Word:
Robert Kilian

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
Nilbert Ng
Sunday, 6:00pm

Ministers of the Word:
Markcos Garcia

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
Stephanie Garcia

Prayer for the Deployed Military

As a faith community let’s pray for all those who
- serve our country during these troubled times.
= We pray especially for those of our parish who
@ are deployed or will soon be deployed. We also
IE thank God for those who have returned safely.

Let us pray:
Almighty God, be their constant companion and

strength in every adversity. May they always
experience your presence, love and comfort.

{ YouTH MINISTRY >

T —

Middle School Youth Group (grades 6th - 8th)
1st & 3rd Mondays of each month from 7:00pm - 8:00pm

High School Youth Center Drop-In (grades 9th - 12th)
2nd & 4th Mondays of each month from 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Registration is not necessary for High School “Drop-In”.

High School 2-year Confirmation Process:
We meet 1-2 times monthly on Sunday.

A
&2 Register here for the 2025 - 2026 school year.

Birthline Collection Next Week
Requested Items:
Baby Gift Bag Items (all new):
e Newborn - 9 months clothes girls and boys
o Newborn bottles and nipples, Pacifiers

e Baby Towels, wash cloths and receiving blankets
Other Items That Are Currently Low:

Formula (Similac purple and orange)

e Pull-Ups Size 4/5

e Gently used baby shoes up to size 3

e Clean, gently used clothes sizes 12 mo. - 6 yrs.

Help support the Youth Ministry Programs.
Scan the QR code.

For more information contact:

Kia Scott, Director of Youth Ministry
(619) 276-6814
youthminisry@stmarymagonline.org

2026 Calendars are available
in the entrance of the church.

Reporting Allegations of Sexual Misconduct

The Diocese of San Diego treats all allegations of
sexual misconduct by clergy or Church personnel
seriously and deals with them in a prompt, confidential,
and thorough manner. Contact the Victim Assistance
Coordinator, Mary Acosta, (858) 490-8353 or
misconduct@sdcatholic.org to report sexual misconduct
including abuse or visit www.safeinourdiocese.org.

Please Be An Angel and Drop By!

v Help is needed on Christmas Eve morning
- with decorating the church for Christmas.
‘N There is much to be done and many hands
P make for lighter work and shorter time

**  involved. If you are able to help, please

meet us in the church at 8:30am on the morning of the
December 24th.

Remember to Support Our Advertisers!

The LPi Company arranges for the bulletin to be
supported through the generosity of the businesses that
you see advertised on the back cover. Most of these
advertisers are members of our local community, and
many belong to our parish.
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# Community Announcements %

St. Mary Magdalene’s
Winter Book Club
Community & Discussion

qu

School of the Madeleine

Prescth It 8 irade

WINTER o
BOOK C i

FEBRUAR

Read or listen on your own.
We will meet for community
and discussion of the book.

Date: Tues, 02/03/2026

: Time: 630pm “Our love is not to be just words or mere
i Place: Conference Room i talk, but something real and octive.”

Excellence in Cotholc Education

|6:30PM &

el |
:C Scan the QR code to [m] 'E]
- | get the link to the free

f o 8
| audio book. ] Eaar 25 Che L
Offer A Mass Intention “. .; 2 .. e

A Gift For Those Who Have Everything

(And it doesn’t take up any room in your house) Advantages of

our School
Recognize those special people in your life with the [ & 5 i s o m o i

gift of the Holy Mass celebrated for them. What an e st vota ¢ b st
honor it is to have a Mass celebrated for Christmas, a | oo o = -
birthday, anniversary, memorial, Easter, for healing, | i smn o ninss =
or just to bless someone. Masses are still available - e
mid December this year and throughout 2026. ———

Stop in or call the office at (619) 276-1041 SanSioge. GA 1000
Email: office@stmarymagonline.org (ow) 220-4848 GD

Parish Ministry Contacts

ADULT EDUCATION

Gerry Barlow

gerry.mary.barlow@gmail.com
ALTAR SERVERS

Parish Office (619) 276-1041
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

Parish Office (619) 276-1041
BAPTISM PREPARATION

Parish Office (619) 276-1041
BIBLE STUDY

Parish Office (619) 276-1041

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Emma Scheuerman (619) 276-1248

CHURCH CLEANING
Parish Office (619) 276-1041

CHURCH ART & ENVIRONMENT
Carole LeCren (619) 276-1041
Mia Lloyd (619) 276-1041

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND
Carrie Layton (619) 913-9711

Alex Warner (619) 519-2361
COMMUNITY BUILDING
Parish Office (619) 276-1041

CULTURE OF LIFE MINISTRY
Gerry Barlow life@stmarymagonline.org

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Parish Office

(619) 276-1041

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF THE EUCHARIST
Parish Office

FINANCE COUNCIL
Chair
Father Edward P. McNulty (619) 276-1041
Co-Chair
Drew Moser
LECTORS
Parish Office (619) 276-1041

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

(619) 276-1041

(619) 276-1041

Parish Office (619) 276-1041
MEN’S GROUP
Bill Gomez (619) 993-3854

MOM’S CATHOLIC BOOK STUDY
Diane Kenney
momscatholicbookstudy@gmail.com

MUSIC MINISTRY: Choir of The Madeleine
All Masses
Tess Nelson (619) 276-1041
music@stmarymagonline.org
Carole LeCren
Contemporary Choir 6pm

PRAYER NETWORK
Parish Office

(619) 276-1041

O.C.LA. (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults)

Parish Office (619) 276-1041

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Emma Scheuerman (619) 276-1248
religioused@stmarymagonline.org

ROSARY MAKERS
Deirdre Bretney
Yvette Tomcek

(619) 995-5741
(619) 913-8858

SACRISTANS

Parish Office (619) 276-1041
USHERS/GREETERS

Parish Office (619) 276-1041
WEDDING COORDINATOR

Parish Office (619) 276-1041

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Gerry Barlow and Stephanie Garcia
smmwomensfellowship@gmail.com
YOUNG MOM'’S BIBLE STUDY
youngmomsbiblestudy@gmail.com
YOUTH MINISTRY
Kia Scott (619) 276-6814
youthministry@stmarymagonline.org

Outside Ministry Contacts

BIRTHLINE
Deirdre Bretney

DIVINE MERCY
Carol Pallazola

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Miguel Bush

(619) 995-5741

(619) 276-6637

(619) 246-3605
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YOUR PARISHIONERS IN REAL ESTATE &
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Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

Andy Cassidy, e-Pro
858-361-7101
Andy@timcassidy.com
School of the Madeleine alumni
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Specials for Parishioners ¢ Free estimates on New Doors
Quality Garage Doors, Inc.
(858) 576-7223

b AL L P RO Installation and Service of Garage Doors and Openers

e TS www.allproqgd.com

% Building Secure Financial Futures

V= Retirement and Legacy Planning
Client First Capital Tox and Estate Planning - Wealth Management

Eucharist Minister Cheri Turner « 858-324-4747

Parishioner . . . .
cheri@clientfirstcap.com * www.ClientFirstCap.com

Since 2007
HOLY CROSS CATHO
CEMETERY & MAUSOL
45th & Hilltop Drive ¢ San Diego, CA
CALL 264-3127 ° se habla Es

Pre-Need Arrangement is an act of love.
nterest Budget Plan allows up to five years to

i
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CONTACT ME Bradley Van Patten Lynn M. Guidi Realtor®

Pacific View Real Estate
“I Welcome the Opportunity to

Serve You With All Your Real
0 d Dd E V410 0 Estate Needs.”
619.890.9514
800) 950-99 0 Fala-se Portuguies
CA BRE Lic. #01475895
0 A 0
MDMed Alert! ™ s
95
At HOME and AWAY! $1 9/mo -
+ Ambulance/Police s =]

v’ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert 8 ( w

s |FOODSTORES
cALL 800,809, 3570,,,,”_@; A

(619) 275 - 7060

7403 Jackson Drive « San Diego, CA

St. Mary Magdalene Church, San Diego, CA A 4C 05-4250



